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with, us here are, Did lie know the truth in this matter; and was he disposed to tell it honestly ? To both of which questions we can answer without reserve, that all appearances are in his favour. He was Heyne's pupil, colleague, son-in-law, and so knew him intimately for thirty years: he has every feature also of a just, quiet, truth-loving man; so that we see little reason to doubt the authenticity, the innocence, of any statement in his Volume. What more have we to do with him, then, but to take thankfully what he has been pleased and able to give us, and, with all despatch, communicate it to our readers ?
Heyne's Life is not without an intrinsic, as well as an external interest; for he had much to struggle with, and he struggled with it manfully; thus his history has a value independent of his fame. Some account of his early years we are happily enabled to give in his own words: we translate a considerable part of this passage; autobiography being a favourite sort of reading with us.
He was born at Chemnitz, in Upper Saxony, in September 1729; the eldest of a poor weaver's family, poor almost to the verge of destitution.
6 My good father, George Heyne,' says he, ' was a native of the principality of Glogau, in Silesia, from the little village of Graven-schiztz. His youth had fallen in those times when the Evangehst party of that province were still exposed to the oppressions and persecutions of the Eomish Church. His kindred, enjoying the blessing of contentment in a humble but independent station, felt, like others, the influence of this proselytising bigotry, and lost their domestic peace by means of it. Some went over to the Eomish faith. My father left Ms native village, and endeavoured, by tho labour of his hands, to procure a livelihood in Saxony. " What will it profit a man, if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul P was the thought which the scenes of his youth had stamped the most